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Comparative Study on the Difference between Chinese and Japanese Greetings

—In View of the Education of Japanese Language in the People’s Republic of China—

Huang LiMmer and Nobuyoshi Kawamoro

Greetings are very important for people in any country to keep good social relations. The
Japanese can properly and easily speak various greetings more complicated than those of
foreigners in different social situations and diverse human relationship. This is because they
are trained to select any greeting phrases that are suitable for the particular situations from
their childhood.

On the contrary, such Japanese greetings are very difficult for foreigners to learn. Polite
expressions in Japanese are also not easy for foreigners to speak, but these are systematized.
The selection of the suitable greeting phrases depends on the speaker’s consciousness to the
hearer and the situation and so on. Therefore, it is very difficult for a non-native teacher to
teach how to speak and select the proper greeting phrases.

The object of this paper is to clarify and grasp the diversity of the Japanese greetings and
the characteristic features by comparison with the corresponding Chinese greetings. The
further object of the paper is to give the particularly important points for teaching the

Japanese greetings to the students of the People’s Republic of China.
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