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A Historical Study on the Process of Diffusion of Women’s
Volleyball in Japan (1908-1927)

—An Analysis of the Process and Development of Women’s Volleyball—

Kazue Nocami and Katsutoshi SHIMOYACHI

Volleyball was regarded as women sports at the stage when it began spreading in Japan.
On the basis of this fact, in this paper, I am going to define the process, from 1908 Volleyball
was introduced in Japan, to 1927 the Japan Volleyball Association was founded and it was

established systematically.
The following results were obtained:

Volleyball became popular after The Third Far East Championship Tournament were held
in Shibaura Tokyo in 1917. However, it was done especially as Women Sports.

In 1923, the victory of Himeji Girls’ School on Sixth Far East Championship Tournament
that it held in Osaka as exhibition game has brought about sudden diffusion of Volleyball.

The Meiji Shrine Championship Tournament made Women Volleyball spread throughout

the nation in 1924.

In 1927, Men Volleyball also began to become popular in earnest, for Japan Volleyball

Association was barely established.
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