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History of Women Sumo as a Show Business

Eiko KANEDA

Oral tradition says women sumo existed even in very old days. Historical evidence under
the recent studies, however, is that it appeared only down in modern ages.

Since then the women sumo has been regarded as a show business, a kind of sumo with
abnormal sexual perversion. It should be noted, however, that during the same period quite
different women sumo performances were exercised down in the West Kyushu area as a kind
of folk arts, or up in Akita perfecture as one of the means of praying for rain. The latter women
sumos also should be re-exposed individually under the historical light. Starting from
examination into women sumo in the show business, this study has clarified the following
facts: Although women sumo appeared in the literature of Edo era, none of them has been
identified with historical evidence. In the Meiji era, the women sumo parties were organized
into business show companies. In the latter part of the era, when was the most prosperous
period for them, more than twenty-two women sumo companies made tours all around Japan
to give performances. Famous ones among them were Takatama’s Party and Ishiyama
Women Sumo from Yamagata perfecture. The performances achieved wide popularity as
various feats of unbelievable strength they demonstrated there besides sumo matches attra-
cted people, not simply as an amusement of watching women's naked bodies. However, the

women sumo show business declined after the outbreak of World War II
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