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A Histoical Study of the Establishment of the Terminology
“Kyu-gi”’ (Ball Game) in Japan

By Ryosho TANIGAMA

The Ministry of Education revised the Syllabus of School Physical Training (Gakko-
taisé KyOju-yOmoku) in 1926, in which the terminology “Kyii-gi” was used in the meaning
of “ball game” for the first time in Japan.

In this paper I am going to deal with how the word “Kyii-gi” came into use. The
books of school play which were published in the Meiji and Taisho era (1885-1926) were
mainly used as materials for this study.

The following results were obtained: Japan sent the first representatives to the Olym-
pics in 1912, and since then competitive sports have spread, and international and national
athletic meetings have been often held in Japan. Under these circumstances, the style of
the school play and ball play has changed. Consequently, the concept of “Kyii-gi” in the
Syllabus has come to have a double meaning of ball play as a primitive sport and ballgames

as a competitive sport.
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