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“IMAGE OF SPORTS WRITTEN IN POSTWAR CHILDREN’S BOOKS”
by

\ Kazuko Yoshino and Haruo Murakami

This research has been made for the study of characteristics and points of children’s books
written on the theme of sports, through the analyses of those among “National Diet Library
Catalogue of Children’s Books”.

The democratic trend after the War in Japan had great influence on the progress of juvenile
literature. This trend can also be seen in books for children written on sports. However, the
number of those books were few, and the themes of them were such as stories on famous players,
sportsmanship, and Olympics, etc.

Especially since 1960’s by influence of the popularization of T.V. as well as Boy’s Magazines,
children’s books written on so-called “Spirits of Sports™ were spread out. On the other hand,
books on technical explanations or on Olympics increasing, genuirie books written on sports
decreased.

Thinking of the influence of heroism and commercialism in sports not to say about flourishing
of “Sports for Watching”, it will be quite necessary for both writers on children’s books and
investigators in Gymnastics to cooperate each other from the view-point that how will children be
written and what will be written through the theme of sports in order to realize “Sports for All”
in the future.
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