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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify the characteristics of Olympic and Paralympic educa-
tion in the Morality Period in elementary schools based on the analysis of their textbooks.

First, as a result of extracting teaching materials on the subject of the Olympics and the
Paralympics, most of them correspond to the content item of “hope, courage, effort and strong
will”. Next, we extracted the subjects of teaching materials that covered Olympic and Paralym-
pic and examined the relationship between the subjects and the content items, along with the
contents of the reading materials and the question items that make children think in the text-
books. As a result, athletes who did extremely well in the Olympic and Paralympic Games and
whose achievements were widely reported were featured in many teaching materials. It was
also revealed that athletes who could not play in the Olympic and Paralympic Games and those
who were not athletes but made a significant contribution to the Olympic and Paralympic Games
were also taken up. Finally, we examined whether the content items of each teaching material
featuring Olympic and Paralympic were consistent with three Olympic values: “excellence”, “re-
spect” and “friendship”, and four Paralympic values: “courage”, “determination”, “inspiration”
and “equality”. Among three Olympic values, “excellence” was most frequently mentioned,
which is consistent with the fact that “hope, courage, effort and strong will” was the most fre-
quent content item in teaching materials on the Olympic and Paralympic Games, as mentioned
earlier. The content items of the teaching materials that correspond to “respect” are diverse,
which is because that “respect” as the Olympic value is broadly considered to include people,
rules, sports, and the environment. In addition, the Olympic value of “friendship” did not neces-
sarily coincide with the content item of “friendship and trust” in moral education, and there was
no specific subject that depicts “friendship” leading to mutual understanding in elementary

school moral education textbooks.
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Four values of the Paralympic were mentioned in almost the same number of texts. “Courage”
and “determination” were included in the “hope, courage, effort and strong will" content item,
and “equality” was included in the “fairness, equity and social justice” content item. “Inspira-
tion” was not listed as a content item for moral education, but it corresponded to teaching mate-
rials that depicted influences on other people and society.

As a result of this study, it was suggested that even if players and former players could not
be invited to the school, the episodes and experiences of the players could be provided as teach-
ing materials. In addition, dealing with the stories of athletes who could not participate in the
Olympic and Paralympic Games and those who were not athletes but made a significant contri-
bution to the Olympic and Paralympic Games in class can be an approach to issues such as hu-
man resource development of external instructors and secure the cost of lecture fees which are
facing current Olympic and Paralympic education. This may open up new possibilities for Olym-
pic and Paralympic education. However, with regard to Olympic education, “excellence” was
most taken up among three values. Furthermore, a comparison of Olympic-related materials and
Paralympic-related materials showed that the latter was less featured. It should be noted that
such a double bias is seen in the teaching materials on the subject of the Olympic and Paralym-

pic in elementary school moral textbooks.
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