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Abstract

The postponement of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games was one of the triggers
for this paper, and from the perspective of sport anthropology, I took up the two phenomena of
organizational structure and globalization in the Olympic Games and examined them. The results
can be summarized as follows.

First of all, the IOC was established at the end of the 19th century, and during this period,
attempts were made to establish ties with various organizational groups. As a result, a network
of organizations connected to the IOC was formed. The network expanded over time, and
organizations were formed within each country, and an organization with a modern bureaucratic
structure was established. As the network of organizations became more solid, the privileged
nature of the IOC was strengthened.

Next, in relation to the formation of organizational networks, the phenomenon of the
commercialization of the Olympic Games, especially after the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics,
coincided in part with the social trends of the same period, and this was accelerated by the
phenomenon of globalization. The neoliberal ideology that has supported globalization has
naturally permeated the IOC as well, and the introduction of the principle of competition and

market economy is thought to have normalized the phenomenon known as commercialization.
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