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Abstract

This study aimed to clarify characteristics of Danish elite sports policies. It conducted semi-
structured interviews with key actors from Team Denmark and the National Olympic
Committee and Sports Confederation of Denmark (DIF) (national level) and local authorities
(local level) . It also identified the following two points.

Firstly, with regards to the promotion of elite sport at the national level, in order to develop
elite sport in a societally appropriate way, Team Denmark focused on talent work as well as
Team Denmark selects municipalities, as elite municipalities. These policies of talent work and
elite municipalities led Team Denmark set up a system for talent pathway in communities. Team
Denmark and DIF have a partnership to give supports to all national federations.

Secondly, in terms of elite sport at local level, elite municipalities have key roles to implement
talent work in a societally appropriate way. This system led talent athletes have high quality
training environment and customized education opportunities through coordination as well as
supports for local sport clubs and educational institutions. These efforts drove the growth of
social acceptability to the promotion of elite sport in communities.

As a result, the Danish system leads to the development and implementation of strategic
strengthening plans for National Federations and the strengthening of governance; it also
enables the establishment of advanced, regional talent development systems.

The above-mentioned elite sports policies, unique to Denmark, enable sustainable, long-term
development of elite sports policies, despite Denmark’s nature as a high welfare state, and
solidifies the foundation of its elite sports. The results of this research shall contribute useful

information for the purpose of developing Japan's elite sports policies in the future.

' Characteristics of Danish Elite Sports Policy
2 Mikio Hibino, Nippon Sport Science University
3 Fumio Tsukahara, Kyoto University of Advanced Science
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