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An Analysis of Research Trends on the Development of In-service Teachers
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—Focusing on the Period between 1997 and 2018—
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This study aims to explore research trends on the in-service teachers’ professional
development. Therefor systematically reviewing was conducted covering Japanese academic
journals and doctoral dissertations published between 1997 to 2018. In this study, the methodology
for qualitative review of earlier studies proposed by Randolph (2009) was employed and selected
104 papers were analyzed in terms of (1) research questions, (2) research methods, and (3) factors
and experiences that spur teachers’ professional development.

The results revealed that (1) research questions in most studies concerned “learning and
experience” and “teacher training which influenced on them,” (2) qualitative research and mixed
method studies accounted for 75.4% of all researches, and (3) “collegiality” and “experience of
self-reflection” were presented as major factors that promoted teachers’ professional growth. In
addition, as a future task, the need for explore each subject’s research trends on the development

of in-service teachers’ professional competence were indicated.

Key Words: in-service teachers learning, experience, teacher education program, colleague,

reflection experience, mixed methods research
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