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Training children as the citizen and school curriculum
Megumu SEKI (Nippon Sport Science University)

Training children as citizens is the one of the major goal of our education. But it is impossible
to agree on what kind of society we should be aimed or what should be taught as citizens in the
future. It is inevitable to avoid conflict about how to educate our children.

In reaching an unpredictable society, new national curriculum tried to solve this controversy
by changing the ability we required of children to “What can be done” (competency based) from
“What we learn” (content based). But unfortunately, in many cases, the notion of competency is
often seen as “what can be done within the current social framework”, there is a risk that legitimate
the reproduction of inequality in modern society by lower class children. Therefore, educational
practices such as “critical system learning” (Ikeno et al.2015) is required. Also, the concept of
“sustainable society “described in new national curriculum demand such learning.

However, the content of such learning is not decided only by the teacher community, but also
in the decision-making body which include parents, local community members and etc. School
should realize “curriculum open to society”, school that decide what kind of competency we should
accomplish to our children by collaborate with local community. In Japan, the school management

council, born in 2004, should be the actor to realize these philosophies.

Key Words: citizenship, sustainable society, curriculum open to society, school management

council
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