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Some key Characteristics and Reform Measures for Educational Assessment
in Japanese Language Education
—Through Examination of the Evolution of Japanese Educational Assessment, Using

Some Examples from Abroad—
Kaori OKUIZUMI (Nippon Sport Science University)

The purpose of this paper is to examine the characteristics of educational assessment in
Japanese language education in Japan for children whose first language is Japanese. To achieve this,
I surveyed evolution of Japanese educational assessment after World War 2, up to the present.
Through these analyses, I was able to identify some key characteristics and difficulties of
educational assessment in Japanese language education. Based on this, in the last section, I
introduced and analyzed some examples from abroad, which will give us some ideas regarding

improvement points for Japanese educational assessment in Japanese language education.

Key Words: assessment, Japanese language education, aspects of reading, content- structure
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of words.
Explains definitions
to others.

Used text and
experience to apply in
another context.
Develops note taking
skills.

genre features
promote message of
author.

Grade Print Word Comprehension Genre Response/

Level Conventions Study Specifics Writing

K Locates print. Reads  Meaning of pictures.  Uses pictures to Knows different type  Orally relates picture
left to right. understand. of books and text. Orally
Identifies period. retells Writes random

letters.

1 Knows alphabet. Voice/print match. Users pictures to Some understanding  Orally relates picture
Identifies words. Language understand. of real and fantasy. and text.
Understands period, segmentation. Uses text. Retells Orally retells Draws
question mark, Distinguishes word text. picture to respond.
comma, exclamation  detail. Writes random letters
point. Uses initial sounds. and words. Writes

Uses language inventive words.
structure.

2 Understands other Uses self-correction.  Retells text Identifies fiction and ~ Writes inventive and
punctuation. Applies sounds. Some Summarizes text. non-fiction. conventional words.
Understand sentence. learning of vocabulary Knows some of Writes simple

from text reading. literary elements. sentences.

3 Learns vocabulary Summarizes text. Identifies features of Predominant use of
from text. Knows literary genres. conventional words.
Applies sounds. elements. Uses experience and
Understands affixes. Understands some text to respond.
Integrates cueing comprehension Uses mechanics in
strategies. patterns. writing.

Understands literal
and some interpretive
text.

4 Applies reading Understands Understands features Uses mechanics
strategies. Develops  comprehension of genres. consistently Writes
reading vocabulary patterns. Understands some for purpose. Uses
from text. Understands literal relationship of genre  experience and text to

and interpretive and message. respond.
meaning of text. Uses Understands
study skills. comprehension

patterns and genre.

5 Applies reading Understands Understands Writes with style,
strategies. Develops  advanced literary relationship to genre  organization, and
reading vocabulary elements. and message. appropriate format.
from text. Understands patterns Uses study skills to Writes with a variety
Understands multiple and how relates to understand genre. of sentence structures

. author’s message. to convey message.
meanings. Uses study skills.

6 Understands origins  Uses resource aids. Understands how Writes with style,

organization, and
appropriate format
for a specific purpose.
Uses vivid language.
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New Basics

Life pathways and social futures
+ Collaborating with peers and others

ies and. media

Read and Talk about Stories
BELHATEE S

forms. They will analyse characters and settings and compare different stories and
different media, incorporating their own experiences, fhey will present their ideas in a

using a sel
« Blending traditional and new communications
media

+ Making creative judgments and engaging in
performance

« Mastering literacy and numeracy
Active citizenship
+ Operating within

el ) r{.ﬂu =AY ':

shifting cultural identities

d repertaires of §
« Comparing and contrasting
+ Empathising with characters in a story

« Interrelating gestural, linguistic and spatjal
literacies

- Negotiating with peers

BARAT 4T T, BEERL

ion of words, visual images, music and drama.

+ Recording and plotting relationships
- Transforming the written word into a dramatic

Ideas, hints and comments |

« There may be advantages in ensuring that the
groups comprise students of both sexes, with
a range of abilities.

+ Consider combining the small groups in the
orienting and synthesising stages of this task.

Task par 3

« Task intensity: medium |
« Students are to work together in small groups
to produce their diagrams and present their

performance.
» Students are to submit their diaries.
+ Available grades: 3

presentation
 Using diagrams to clarify and convey ideas

Et % % 3 X % 3 i
© The State of Queensland (Department of Education) 2004

1 RT S — DI (Queensland AL E 1 —/8— 5 Nk & U ERHRIEE 2
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Webpage Desig

This grading master is to be read in conjunction with the Rich Task itself and the relevant information in the Grading and Moderatic.1 Handbook .

Published desirable features

 awebsite uploaded to the Intranet, composed of at least two pages, with an interactive box or email link.

» communication of information to the reader about significant attributes of the student as an individual, family member and me mber of the school

and extended community. The use of language is engaging ; errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar are restricted to deliberate attempts at effect;

and the nature of the information provided is substantial and noteworthy

« meeting of the following design c iteria:
- suited to the electronic medium
- enjoyable to read
- aesthetically pleasing composition (e.g effect

tive use of graphics)

- representative of a planned, deliberate and systemised redesign of available models.

« control over available technolo gy through:
- exploitation of software features

- organisation of files

- consistent and efficient utilisation and placement of hyperlinks

- ease of access and use (€.g. minimum scroll

SELF-PORTRAYAL

communication of information to the reader
about significant attributes of the student asan
individual, family member and member of the
school and extended community. The use of
language is engaging: errors in spelling,
punctuation and grammar are restricted to
deliberate attempts at effect; and the nature of
the information provided is substantial and
noteworthy

well-skilled communication of information

about the student that shows what makes the
'sludem tick or what makes the student unique
as an individual family member and member
of the school and extended

DESIGN

ling).

meeting of the following design criteria:
- suited to the electronic medium
- enjoyable to read
- aesthetically pleasing composition
(e.g. effective use of graphics)
- representative of a planned, deliberate and
systemised redesign of available models

reader-friendly webpages that show due
regard for the following design criteria:

- suited to the electronic medium

., enjoyable to read

- ically pleasing

of i
that contributes to an understanding of how
the student plays out multiple social roles

.mfcrmauon that shows that the student plays
multiple social roles

communication of information that conveys
something about the student

(e.g. effective use of graphics)
- representative of ... models

and functional

.ncl in conflict with any of the following

design criteria:

- suited to the electronic medium

- enjoyable to read

- aesthetically pleasing composition
(e.g. effective use of graphics)

- representative of ... models

WEBSITE CONSTRUCTION

control over available technology through:
- exploitation of software features
- organisation of files
- consistent and efficient utilisation
and placement of hyperlinks
- ease of access and use (e.g. minimum
scrolling)
logical presentation of webpage elements and
use and organisation of files to create the
website from scratch

A

B/A

significant adaptation of a design wizard or
template to produce an individualised website

use of teacher or peer template to create a
website

a website uploaded to the Intranet

lcomposed of at least two pages, with}
an interactive box or email link

use of a design wizard to create a website
(acceptable)

a website uploaded to the Intranet, with an interactive box or email link

U

4

non-discountable

(ungraded)

Expanders and clarifiers
1. SELF-PORTRAYAL: Information that is known to misrepresent the sudent is to be ignored.
2. DESIGN: Since students may not have management access to the Intranet, it does not matter who uploads the websites to the Intranet.

3. DESIGN: ‘Reader-friendly’ is used to describe webpage(s) where the writer has done the work so that the reader can absorb the information.
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