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Abstract

This study aims to explore the current situation and future challenges of Olympics education
conditions in universities, based on the results of a survey administered to our students on their
expectation from the university regarding the Olympics and Paralympics and their knowledge of
the Olympics.

To determine students knowledge of the Olympics, the following two research objectives
were established based on the assumption that the length of students career in competitive
sports influences their level of knowledge:

1) To test the hypothesis that the longer the career in competitive sports, the more is the

general knowledge of students.

2) To test the hypothesis that students who have grasped the Olympic spirit and history of

the Olympics have acquired general knowledge about the Olympics.

According to the results, Expectation to the Olympics and the Paralympics for the university
of our student, “success of the alumni’ scored the highest and accounted for nearly a quarter of
the total score, followed by “volunteer recruitment,” “some involvement,” and “increase in work
related to the Olympics and Paralympics.” Results of a gender-based analysis revealed that wom-
en have higher expectation for “an increase in work related to the Olympics and Paralympics”
and “volunteer.” This reflects the fact that although they are in the third year of study, women
are forming expectation about the Olympics and Paralympics that will have some impact on
them after their graduation.

The mean rate of correct answers to the Olympics knowledge questions (50 in total) was
48.1% , which is less than a majority. The rate for elementary questions was 74.5% , which sug-
gests that nearly two-thirds of the respondents had accurate understanding. However, the rate

for intermediate questions was approximately 40 % and that for advanced questions was less
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than 40 % , which cannot be considered a good performance for university students studying
physical education.

To examine the validity of Olympics-related knowledge, factor analysis was conducted with
the 50 questions on the topic. After eliminating factors with less than 0.350 loading in absolute
value, three factors, “spirit,” “history,” and “knowledge,” were extracted. Using these factors, a
hypothetical model was constructed and tested with structural equation modelling, which yield-
ed results that largely met the criteria. Thereafter, based on the assumption that the length of
career in competitive sports exerts influence, hypothesis 1) , the longer the career in competi-
tive sports, the more is the general knowledge of students, was tested. However, no correlation
was found between “the length of career” on the one hand, and “spirit,” “history,” and “knowl-
edge” on the other. The test for hypothesis 2) , students who have grasped the Olympic spirit
and the history of the Olympics have acquired general knowledge about the Olympics, revealed
a weak positive correlation between “spirit” and “knowledge,” but there was no significant cor-

relation as a whole.
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Q16 326% 674% 1000% Q41  486% 514% 100.0%
Q17 399% 601% 1000% Q42 232% 768% 100.0%
Q18 123% 877% 1000% Q43 478% 522% 100.0%
Q19  21.0% 790% 1000% Q44 500% 50.0% 100.0%
Q20  239% 76.1% 1000% Q45 377% 62.3% 100.0%
Q21 493% 507% 1000% Q46  486% 514% 100.0%
Q22 804% 196% 1000% Q47 696% 304% 100.0%
Q23 370% 630% 1000% Q48 471% 529% 100.0%
Q24 645% 355% 1000% Q49 326% 674% 100.0%
Q25  594% 406% 1000% Q50  29%  97.1% 100.0%

2k (AVE) 481% 519% 100.0%
Wk (AVE) 745%  255% 100.0%
ik (AVE) 407%  59.3% 100.0%
I# (AVE) 386% 614% 100.0%
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