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Abstract

The influence of the Olympic Games is pervasive in today's society. The Olympic Movement
promotes Olympism around the globe. Through the performance and deeds of Olympic athletes,
the Games claim to impress and give hope to people around the world. However, an assessment
of the reality of the Olympic Games reveals a variety of poorly-regulated tournament conditions
which neither allow the athletes to compete fairly, nor encourage them to comply with fixed
norms. Deconstructing the phenomenon of the Olympic Games as a social theory is a necessary
step in reconsideration of the Olympic ideal.

Accordingly, the present study set out to investigate desirable approaches for the prevention
of athlete deviance, focusing on Olympism as a social theory with a normative perspective.

Our study methodology involved dividing athletes into two categories for analysis, based on
their relationship with the Olympic Games. We considered the deviance manifested by athletes
from a standpoint aligned with the norms of the Games. Further, we considered how the Olym-
pic Games, as a social theory, based on the founding principles of Olympism, drives the athletes
of today into deviance from the standpoint of the Games as a source of norms.

We concluded the study by making recommendations for prevention of deviance from norms
in athletes and for consideration of normative Olympic Games as a social theory. The desire to
avoid deviance from Olympism, the norms of the Olympic Games, is a virtue present in the ath-
letes. Such athletes can be seen as the embodiment of an identity established in conformance
with Olympism. Athletes play the leading roles in the tournament, and they should be the focus
of renewed emphasis in the social theory of the Olympic Games. These recommendations form
the basis for an ideal of norms based on Olympism, aiming for Olympic Games that inspire and

move people around the world.

' The Olympic Games as Social thought : Normative Analysis of the Games with a Focus on Athlete
Deviance
? Sato Yo
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