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Abstract

The 2020 Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games have been dubbed the “Revival Olympics,”
referring to the process of recovering from the Great East Japan Earthquake and to the interna-
tional appeal of the power of sports.

In this study, I examine the current state of the “Revival Olympics” using the bidding speech-
es for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics and policy plans that involve the Tokyo Orga-
nizing Committee of the Olympic Games, a public interest incorporated foundation.

From a qualitative analysis on words that frequently appeared in the full text of presentations
by the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Bid Committee, it was not possible to verify exact phrases like “the
Great East Japan Earthquake” and “revival” in context. Moreover, specific content, themes, and
phrases related to “revival” were not observed in document analyses of the agendas and min-
utes of the media committee (the Tokyo Organizing Committee of the Olympic Games) that ex-
amined the proposals for the Olympics and ‘revival.” For these reasons, the bid for the Olym-
pics created a worldview or image of a “Revival Olympics” through the way it was presented.
However, in the subsequent policy that was prepared (the present plan) , the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics does not seem connected with “revival.”

The results of this research clarify that the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics and “reviv-
al” are in conflict at present. However, if we return to the origin of the Olympics and regard
Olympism as a philosophy, I believe that an Olympic and Paralympic Games that incorporates the
current state of the rebuilding process after the Great East Japan Earthquake and evolves based

on a connection with the disaster site will be a true “Revival Olympics” and create a new legacy.
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