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Practical philosophy about the concept of peace of the Olympic Games
—Guided by Immanuel Kant’s philosophy—

(Abstract)

This study aims to practically define the achievable concept of peace of the
Olympic games, by fundamentally reviewing its meaning in the Olympics. This
paper defines peace as “the end of all hostilities”, relying upon the concept of peace
based on Kant’s philosophy, to examine the articles for establishing “the state of
peace without hostilities” in the Olympics. From the result of considerations, four
perspectives were verified: To establish a cosmopolitan legal constitution through
cosmopolitanism, to guarantee the establishment of a federation of peace and the
right of hospitality, to aim for an ethical fellowship with an autonomy of will and
values as species, and to align ethics with politics. From the above, the Olympics’
concept of peace is expressed by the establishment of cosmopolitanism through the
legal system and by moral will. It is without a doubt essential to abide by the
Olympic Charter in the actual Olympic Games, but the state of peace cannot be
created by merely specifying the behaviors in accordance with the Olympic Charter.
It is necessary to establish the right of nations and cosmopolitan right, and the
state of public right as an obligation, instead of starting from the Olympic Charter,
deeming it to be the supreme principle. At the same time, the potential for bringing
peace to the Olympics can be found in prioritizing the formal principles of starting
from the moral law, universal to humanity, of “Act only according to that maxim
whereby you can at the same time will that it should become a universal law.”
Furthermore, as the IOC establishes political decisions through its authority, it is
necessary to priorities ethics, of conforming ethics to politics to keep them in accord
or strike a balance between them.

Therefore, it can be concluded that the practical philosophy in the Olympics’
concept of peace must be founded on the universal moral law, common to humanity,

which transcends the Olympic Charter for state and individuals.



