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The awareness of timing of romantic love behaviors
among university students

Yoshinori WAKAQO

Abstract: This study investigated age norm about romantic love behaviors, which is the awareness of
timing of the first experience of romantic love behaviors. The age norm was divided into lower limit and
upper limit: the lower limit means the acceptable age to initiate romantic love behaviors, and the upper
limit means up to what age person is expected to experience romantic love behaviors. 349 university
students replied to the questionnaire about approval and recognition of age norm, and the expected age.
In result, many of them did not approve the age norm, but they recognized the existence of age norm
about romantic love behaviors. The order of expected age was similar to that of “developmental stages
in romantic love” (Matsui, 1990, 2000). In lower limit of age norm, there are more male than female who
approved the lower limit of age norm, while in the upper limit, it was a reverse result. I discussed the

influences of age norm toward the people who have no experiences of romantic love behaviors.
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175% 15 0.0 08 00 15 13 58 0.0 08 00 41 10 82 74
167% 2.2 0.0 5.1 0.0 3.8 2.6 3.6 3.9 3.8 2.5 11.7 13.5 12.6 16.8
15/% 102 76 119 88 158 103 209 211 137 152 368 365 341 316
147% 5.8 6.3 2.5 5.9 10.5 10.3 12.9 11.8 9.2 6.3 13.5 10.4 11.0 8.4
137% 73 139 85 132 98 115 65 79 130 89 41 83 44 63
127% 38.0 36.7 33.9 33.8 35.3 46.2 29.5 38.2 32.1 36.7 12.9 11.5 10.4 10.5
115% 5.1 2.5 5.1 4.4 1.5 3.8 0.0 1.3 3.1 3.8 1.8 0.0 2.2 0.0
107% 16.1 26.6 22.0 20.6 10.5 9.0 10.1 7.9 15.3 20.3 3.5 3.1 2.7 2.1
95k LA T 10.2 3.8 7.6 10.3 6.8 1.3 5.0 0.0 5.3 1.3 1.2 0.0 0.5 0.0
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