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A usage-based approach to semantic changes
of English complex prepositions

Kazuyuki YAMAGUCHI

Abstract: The aim of this paper is to reveal the semantic nature of English complex prepositions,

which has not been researched sufficiently. For this purpose, the usage-based approach is used in this

study. One of the most important findings in this study is that many complex prepositions change their

original meanings into cause/reason senses.
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1. [FL®IC
RIZE L, MM (Usage-Based Theory) !
23D E, (1) TRY &) REFHFOBEAHER (com-
plex preposition) DEIRZALIZOWTEET b, ik
DOBAHER &1, HAHTES (simple preposition)
EMMDERP LY, WAkl - FRMEE2 S 120
Fx 7 (chunk) ? ~NeZILL7HITH %o

(1) Ttis hard to see what else they could have done in
view of the Secretary of State’s decision.
FEBREOWRELEETHE, HHICTEAMD
CEERBELEEV. (45 vy 7 I3EH)

AROWEBAI T O@E) THh bo RETIE, AL
T BEMEFICOWTHEBIL, 3 ®TIRAMNIED
WYL s [HFEEEMR ] SOV ToOBIZ LT
FTATHRIZED Tk 2 BBl S %0 4 BTG OB AT
A% DYty THEIA - Bl OFIRICEILT S &
ZRl, ZOMNEZ 5 ETW L b, WEETIE, Af
ROFEREHmE LTS,

2. BERERAICOWT
kot (2002:162) 12X % &, #HARIEHOWIIEILS
HETZIEL IR dBlll 2 B E RE e
Quirk and Mulholland (1964) 28F 0, LT TRT
X9, BEARTEASBAIEREICE W L2 S IR
LTwb, %8, FHRNOKTIE COCAY 123D
EERLTWS,

(2) [in+ %4 + of] :in aid of (365), in back of (552), in
behalf of (AmE) (2749), in case of (3697), in charge
of (5756), in consequence of (3719), in (the) face of
(476, [+the] 5894), in favor of (10860), in front of
(32843), in lieu of (871), in (the) light of (634;
[+the] 4139), in need of (2408), in place of (2845),
in (the) process of (697; [+the] 1685), in quest of
(957), in respect of (657),in search of (5751), in
spite of (20739), in view of (5729),

(3) [in+ %47l +with] : in accordance with (4807), in
common with (1487), in comparison with (1849),
in compliance with (431), in conformity with
(185), in contact with (740), in line with (2507),

(4) [by+ 445 +of] : by dint of (673), by means of
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(2419), by virtue of (1799), by way of (2653)

(5) [on+ 44§ +of] : on account of (1033), on (the)
grounds of (214; [+the , 608]), on the matter of
(168), on pain of (67), on the part of (6036), on the
strength of (547), on top of (13298),

(6) [ZDfli]:as far as, as the expense of, at the hands
of, at variance with, for (the) sake of, for/from
want of, in addition to, in exchange for, in relation
to, in return for, with the exception of, with/in

reference to, with/in regard to, with/in respect to

Schwenter and Traugott (1995) TiZ, instead of, in
place of, in lieu of D @IEIYZALZ 7k L, BkIT (2002)
TlE, % OBEAFEGT O 15 il S 19 HA A1
TOREEL DT FAMIESTHAEL T2,

AFiTlE, 2—/%2 (COCA) ML, TXE2
BLY % < OBEHIERF OEE - BRELZ R, DT
DEIZER DI EICL Y, ASHEBRMEICHKT 2
ZERZDOHMNET B,

(7) a. BARTEHOBERELEERIIA SN S L9 it
HOBEREALNY = EDHBDIES D D
b. b L EED L) RBERES AT L2OTHN
i, FhE e

3. FEEBERLEE
PR P 2 5 B BE, TEkoO SRR, I
AL E OHIEA 4 TH A 9 o Langacker (2000)
WCEBE AERER [I=2~x Y X4 ] [#cts#kl €
LTIy 75y y] offfefio, 2L, H
331 Y R AN p R N 7 3 S E R B (T VA
ET 25w THL 9o

(8) a BU#IZIX, AMFHMW RIS LETDHY), —
SRR RO MICER SN TWE EE X 5,
b. Sl (FMR) #EE, BAWZ%ERNK (2~
TFALN) oA ENE, Fhwz [K A
Tv7] #EHL TN,
o BEOCE L3RR, SERA ORI 2 HEE
¥, ANEO—fRRe ) ~%O“b\“(§ﬁfﬁtl 9
&3 %, (Bybee2009b, 2010) & O piIFEHIE ik
FLHLTHS,

LRSS OHKRLERKEE LT, HEERERTERS
FREEICEMLL, ThW R h T T — OB E I
BRTHbET 5, (Bybee2010) kMmO L
JeAriZel, B %2 1E Bybee (1998,2010), Kemmer and
Barlow (2000) 7% &7%% %5, AFTIE, F 12 Bybee
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F OB IE R O IR

(1985, 1998, 2002, 2006, 2007, 2009ab, 2010) D —HD
BRIV T WD,

Bybee (2010) o H#:EME M ERIZE I [HE ()
R) IV S HFICEETH S, HEITIHET 28
iﬁ@aﬁﬁ , IRAIZENS ORGEMBER D DV F v

2% 0, @/\70) B, 12o0OF ¥ 7 & LTt
A EN, TRV EROZIL DAL %, (Bybee
2010) s Bybee (2010) 1269 &, M [ F—2 ¥
] & T2 A4 THENIZT SN, AR TIE F—
7 UBER T EW LS. =7 VHENEWVWE, TO
KBUIRIMLE L1 o02=y bE LTHBLES 1,
FKHERTOEFRZILRBEREMAPELR T &b,
Rl LTIRUTF o@D,

(9) a. FEKF
b. 254E, EANED - MEE R, RS

(FL3# - g 2005: 82)

FRROTHESZHMTE HvSh b8, HEIC
12O0FPELTHEHEINN, Frrr e LTREER,
ENENONILOBEERBBHNFE IR D), BEREAL
PHELTWBHITH L. BUE, TROBRE IZRL D,
TEAFICANDEWIE [T DAto b szt AL
ThH HH L, FHHIC [E] ZANRTVWDLARIETIEAL
WEWTHAH I,

4. REDODEERIEH

RECTIIHEFOBEAREHEELET LY (1) 2%
F5 K9 IR AL, HARTEF R 1o
DFx 7 LT DA - BRI D 5. Bk
M & LTI, @, Fy >y 25 INs&iahdis
WSV, HERICESRW, ZEDOX4FAEOIEL
ETHWZZE)RBURNPEL S, BRI L TIE, &
F{t (Bleaching) %L, F % ¥ 7 Ol # O iEk)s
n, BRT1IOOE®EERT LI I8 T 5, (BT
2002: 175)

4.1. EAﬁﬁEEﬂwﬁﬂiwaﬂttcﬁa LT

% < O HEEBFGR OSATIIECSH 5 X 912, @,
%Eifc(i)au@ﬁm&ﬁf;:ﬁ L, BAENSER DV E VI
%Y, EHEVCERZED A LS, (Bybee 2010 2%
M) ZOSTEZLoR M, BEARBEFICD Y TIEE
5o ZZTIE, (1) oFNZH B X HIZ, ‘inview of D,
view' Db EHEOTNR [ THEN, [EET 5]
DL BMBHLEERERT I I >TWwD, (2)
(B) 4) XHh2, HANEANEZBLETLE, £L0OY
BICROEREN, [HEN-BH] oEkEzET, b
LLIZRIBT B2 ENbhb, UWTFRZF0OHITH S,



(10) a. The concert is given in aid of the blind. (42)
(Zoary¥—MIFAZRBOLDIR SR
%)

. The money was raised in behalf of the strikers in
Georgia. (114)

(Ya—YT7DOAMTA FHOFMEDDI
BEFED LN,

. They went in search of Miss Packard. (1165)
(BB 128y A= FEAZRELIC DSy H—F
SADDHIZ] WT7z.)

.In view of recent developments we do not
think this step advisable. (1443)
(WEDNEHEEET 5 & [PEHT] 2ok
BIASIEE L & I3z v

. In case of fire, ring the alarm bell.
(RFDOPEFITRIFFERNVERS LS [K
LD, FHAVEESTITA»AELS])

. In light of the bad weather report, we should

leave early.(738)

(EXRfEL OFHAEOT [HHEIT], FoiZh

T RET)

In regard to buying new furniture, I think we

must wait a few months. (1068)

FHLOREOMAICH L TIE [D2DIl], &

PRHEERIE R FVEES )

.I have nothing to say in reference to that
incident. (1063)
(ZOTETLIZOWT L&D ] MrzHL
LFsziiddh i)

i. by dint of, by virtue of, by means of, by way of

j- on account of, on (the) ground(s) of, on pain of,

on the strength of, on the matter of, on the part

of, on top of

FHEET 01, (100) & (10) o HIBHE O
W, SN B 2 R AR TH S by dint of
DML 673 [l (dint’ HAKZZ L 214 1) LA flibh
T\, F72 ‘onpainof ([~&WwHHEjx2T5 L
V) BEIZHEEDWT]) 1367 1, ‘on the strength of
([~ [~0J %5 T]) 13547 [0, ‘on the
matter of 1% 168 [A] & W3 i HBUSHEE 134 & [R5
ARSI - OBRNEZEL T 5,
NREREZ )0, COMEELHIBEIETIBELL
Bybee (2010) OFEET S [¥ 4T+ =2 Y] Zhb,
2%, [FURER Y — v 2 ROBAHER, [by NP
of], [on NP of] IZ5|E T 6N TENLAEKTHEA -
HHOBERELRTIH LD LE2bN%,

CHIZHHEZET 2 EHEILTH L, LIFLIFRZ

-
—

i

JHNDHIED L IXMEMIGICEZ D L,
1 DDOFFLEL TR (Bhe) 2505 () 2512
HNETHTH D, BIZIE, HDHEHEN [REK] o
BELELTLROIE, ThERTLEEN 12N
ETa3Thr9.) Lil, ZLOFHEIIBWT, 12
OBt (FIRIETKREK) 2 HEBOLEBR»EL TV b,
M - B 320X ) 2BEEICE D IRRSN D8]
BD1DOTHDHN, ThOHOPTHHRT, FEHIE
COBAMHEFICL Y ZOBKRPEEINL, SHITH
RIEWC &12, C OFHFEIIEEHE A OERE 2T
WCHRONZDTIEZR L, HHHETEZ (Radden 1985,
Yamaguchi 2005, Dirven 1993, 1995) & L C ##t il O i
WEICD A oN D, 72, KA - HH & B8R
5 [0 (7 4+ —=2R) ] 2% L OFFEDLEETHR O
LENETHIEEEZDHE (Talmy 2000 BH), [

WPl (2L Thole) | oSiHEICBIT R
HWT2UEND B,
5. % £

RIS FEY (EEG) CEOLE L ogREIIRT &
I, ANMO SRS - EWREE I A O - 32k
FRNATCE L T b, (5§12 Lanacker 2000, Talmy
1978, 2000 7%= L2 ZM) T OFEBUE, TR
LR —I2F %, (Bybee2010) RIS EEYTIE, AR
DI - B3y — VIR BICRE END DT %
<, EBNZ Y — VIt [Eohs] & H
%9 (ORI 2002 2/ 2%, % < o%f, AHIZZ ottt
B (FEINHETE L IIMBIMRID) TR AR 128D
WTHI#L TWwW5b, (Noordman et al. 2000: 35)” & %
HokFZME L, Thaefabd 58, Zhhinr5)
oEFE (BEH) 2645 L0THA ) LHEHT L0
Thbo

Afo#mE b5, 9 1 OO0 NBOIEARN %GR
oy — e LT [HMEH] (Figure and Ground) 2
o M- AR 2 RT L2 TE D, K] 1
FEST SN, HESNENR] THY, KL
THRERY, ThE [FEETH %] = [H] L L
THZIWHFZ A - kT %, Talmy (1978, 2000)
X, COME - BN — UAERE - MRS 1 R
ENTVWBRZLRUTOLI RHNCIDRLTV S,

(11) a. The pen lies on the table.
RFT—=TNVDOLEIH 5,
b. ?The table is under the pen.
PF—=TINERVDTILH S,

Talmy (2 & % &, iEMMBEZ RS E &, [H] 29
P FSHE L, [ AEhil L o TRES NS4
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A R TEER) Toh b M (EF) LH (RIEFW)

SiEhE L, AEORK (the pen) &ith (the table)
DZENNREFE L (11a) THRGXER L SN0,
(11b) DX I, SFHEMEEAEOR LA —FH LT
WRWIIAARE A% EN 5, Talmy (2000 vol. 1:

328) 3 F 7z, HHEMIROBRD 72 TR & [
ELTRERSND & 5,

(12) Cause-result principle: The unmarked (or only
possible) linguistic expression for a causal
relation between two events treats the causing
event as Ground and the resulting event as

Figure.

(12) 1299 &, FRRIHE [#] & LT, Z2ho
RMARIE T & LClERESNL, (11) TEHELE:
£, BBMEICE L CIE, TR PEFER EOFE
SNBHEH, [H] IRTEF R EOMhEREET 5%
Hehn, CCETOHEMEBIRLELDTOLY 22
AP RETH A I, 2F D, BEAWEFIIZOMNEY
b, BEIFEEHEAPL R LOBY [FET 5]
L, ] oigziHloTwnb, Eidod@h), Az
O % (CREFIE LMK THEE &R 12
FEOWTHHE L, [EA-BEH] X TH) & L CEmaR
WD, TOD, HEAHEFANEO XD LKLY
FT LB T 5,

6. fEim& vﬁwﬁﬂ
AWFFETIE, HEERBRRE TR X WEEEOE AR

7 D TERZALLZ M‘T%%‘ébf:o PR OB E R &
(&, HURIRTE S & O ER A DD, R - KRR

BLEDPS 1ODF ¥ v 7 ~NEBALT B0 FEFBEOBATH
B RNOAROERKE, TNh 5 0ERE D, %

Ko%g, BRE - BHOERICELT 52 L 2RL,
ZOBMER LD b, B - BEHEE  OME
i 3 D TEIRZEALL ﬁ%né L) BRI, Z
DEROFFFEMEZ TR, %ﬂ_%oéﬁm®ﬁ&ﬁ
ZAEPSPICLE S & LTELRKA, B I Croft
(1991), Sweetser (1988), Talmy (2000) % XHi3 %o
7, Afacodam - EikiE, SCBLis - RS E
FREEREROZZ 2T HLOT, FICHERK
B &) % —BERHBEIAYE R - BIROREEIZHE <
bbb EZRLTWE,

LB OMIEHEO 1oL L&, HEEEER - #H
DEREZEOBBRIETONL725 9, (2) 3) (4)
(5) T/RL T2 BEHER O MBI & R - BLH
DERZACI D2 5 BRDSH 2 D725 5 e MBI
EORHSHLT LHER - MH~OZERE(LO&AT
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BV EIICEDbNLY, BREILOEFIED LD
BODTHSH) Mo BEMEHT L5HDS LR D
FRERED2V,

5

1) Afz@L <, WM (Usage-Based Theory)
&) MGk % Bybee ® —#HOBIEIZMN I T %
A%, i€ 7 (Usage-Based Model) &\ H
FEOIE) N (B EHHATIE) —RHTHS 9,

2) FERG-HET A, 1o =y FELTUHINS
#Blo ot (2002) 13A 74 AL LERLT X ) IH-
TWwado

3) COCA (Corpus of Contemporary American English)
i3 Brigham Young University ?® Mark Davies |2 & -
TELNI2T =82 TH B, BNCO4EDORE S %
0, WHTHHTE %

4) EORE1DOOF v 7 L LTHEEEL TV 2000,
T—RRAZHEDTVTIARL Z LD TE S (Bybee
2011),

5) ARITIE, MR R OMHLA 2 FIH L7204 2
LT 525 BATHIER O 5T I3 STELF7E R A
TAFMUEE R T I e TES (Boo 2002
175) -

6) PIIA T/ (1974)c FEIMN OB HEL

7) “Causality is an important ordering principle of hu-
man perception and human experience, and thus a

central category in human cognition.” (Noordman et

al. 2000: 35)
SEHE
Focgzih 2002, [CdAbE 4 74 F 24k] Hii: 0oL
HpE
KR 2002, [RRAISRES) H 0 BRSNS
NP 1974, [JEFERE G HER] O 0 KABAEEE
A5
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