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Study on political intervention in sport

—Right and wrong of official assistance—

Shang jie NAN

Abstract: This report focuses on the negative side of official assistance to improvement of
international sports and takes up two propositions: “Sports and politics should be unrelated.” and
“official assistance makes nationalism more serious problem in international competitions.” They are
criticized philosophically to scrutinize the true meaning of official assistance.

In order to establish these purposes, at first, the concepts of sport, politics and nationalism were
discussed. Then, the author discusses the rights and wrongs of “ranking players and teams by score”
and “raising of the national flag and performance of national anthem of champion.” Finally, the author
discussed political intervention in politics and nationalism in international meets.

As a result, the following issues were clarified:

1) The more sports widespread into human life, the more political intervention is required. It is
inevitable for politics to intervene into sports.

2) Political intervention into sports is supposed to be “wrong” partly because there are a large difference
in power of politics and sports. That is an irrational idea.

3) Improving nationalism is important to stable nations and ethnic groups. It is indispensable for people
to live a humanlike life. However, means used in the sports include the cause of strong side-effect.

4) If people can well understand real philosophy of sports and the Olympics, improvement of
international sport competitive power is a safe means to enhance nationalism.

As shown above, idea that official assistance (i.e., political intervention) to improvement of internal
sport competition power is “wrong” is irrational and unfair. The author recognized that nationalism
enhanced by official assistance is safe and rather important for nations, ethnic groups and people if real
philosophy of sports and the Olympic well penetrates into people.
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