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German Olympia as national festival

—Developments from the Sedan Festival to the 1922 German Games—

Katsuaki HATAKOSHI

Abstract: This study consideres how the German Olympia was linked to the German Games. Above
all, this topic was examined as a battle for supremacy between Turnen advocates and promoters of
sports. Up until now, research regarding the struggle between Turnen and sports has been approached
as a controversy over two alternatives. However, this research focuses on the process leading up to the
holding of the German Games as a national festival, and clarifies the complex process of “resistance”
and “amalgamation” of the inherently German traditional culture of Turnen within the process of
acceptance of sports in Germany. The result revealed that this process had its inception in the inclusion
of Turnen performances, sports, and games in the program of the Sedan Festival, which is a festival
commemorating the German army’s victory in the Franco-German War, that there were plans to hold
the national Sedan Festival as the German Olympia, which was to be a national festival, but these plans
ended in failure, and that finally the German Olympia was held in Germany on a national scale via the
German Games.
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