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A Study on the Basic Characteristics of International
Sporting Event Spectators

—Taking 5 Events as Actual Cases—

Masayuki SANO

As interest in spectator sports has risen in recent years, various types of research have
been conducted in the field of sports marketing, and basic data has been accumulated relat-
ing to spectators of sporting events. However, no research has yet been done to gather basic
data focusing on international sporting events.

Thus, in this research, questionnaire surveys focusing on 5 sporting events held within
Japan in 2005 were conducted while adopting the perspective of sports promotion, and look-
ing at the development of marketing strategies for sporting events to bring in large numbers
of spectators. On this basis, the paper discusses the basic attributes of the spectators of each
event, their relationships with the sport, and their spectator behavior. The purpose was to
obtain basic materials relating to spectators of international sporting events.

As a result, basic materials relating to spectators of international sporting events are ob-
tained. By comparing these results from the view of marketing strategies for sporting
events, it seems that the features of spectators are understood and differentiate or classify
events become possible by discussing about the characteristics of spectators based on follow-
ings.

1) Sex, age and the experience playing the same sports as watching.

2) The experience of playing and watching the same sports as watching.

3) Interests in playing and watching sports.

Key words: Sports event, Sports management, Sports marketing, Spectator
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