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The Structures and Cultural Changes of “Tug-of-War” into
“Igomori Matsuri” of Soraku County in Kyoto Prefecture

Kentaro TaMiNo

The purpose of this study is to clarify the structures and cultural changes of the
tug-of-war with “Igomori matsuri” in Seika and Yamashiro, Soraku county, Kyoto, Japan by the
method of cultural anthropology.

The study is examined from the following points of view. 1. The relation between
historical background, natural features, topography and “Igomori matsuri”. 2. Analysis of
festival organization in “Igomori matsuri” at present, changes in “Igomori matsuri” and
tug-of-war are to clarify. And “Igomori matsuri” in both regions are to examine by the
structures and oral tradition.

The findings of the study are as follows:

1) “Igomori matsuri” in Seika at present are possible to take one’s place as festival event
by analysis of festive organization “Igomori matsuri” at present. The other side, “Igomori
matsuri” in Yamashiro are possible to take one’s place as a festival event for the limited
persons.

2) It made clearly that the cultural changes in “Igomori matsuri” was large by comparison
“Igomori matsuri” with that at the present. So, as the festive organization changed, the form
of “Igomori matsuri” have changed, and that with tug-of-war, anew. And from the structures

and the oral traditions in “Igomori matsuri” in both regions (Seika, Yamashiro), that can
regard as a festival. From above, “Igomori matsuri” is to clear that it relate to concerned
society, accordingly a festival organization changed, “Tug-of-war” changed.

Key words: structures, organization, oral tradition, cultural changes
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