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Abstract

In a section of the school song of Washizu Elementary School in Kosai City, Shizuoka, mention
is made of Shozo Makino and Yasuji Miyazaki because they both attended this elementary
school and later received medals at the swimming competition of the 1932 Olympic Games in Los
Angeles. Thus, they are not only representatives of Japan, but of Washizu Elementary School as
well. The purpose of this study is to explore the connected consciousness of being
representatives of the Japanese national team by examining the process of Makino and Miyazaki
becoming medallists at the Los Angeles Olympics.

At Washizu Elementary School, which Makino and Miyazaki attended, the principal actively
promoted swimming. Furthermore, Lake Hamana, which is a well-known place for swimming
where several Olympic players have been nurtured, is nearby. Makino and Miyazaki attended
different junior high schools, and were both selected to represent Japan, as their performances
in regional competitions were excellent. They both became medallists at the Los Angeles Games,
where they represented Japan.

The medals that Makino and Miyazaki won had a significant impact on Japan as well as
Washizu Elementary School. The residents of Washizu watched Makino and Miyazaki during
the competitions and after their return to Japan. Makino and Miyazaki participated in the
Olympics with a sense of consciousness of their hometown. They were welcomed in various
places after their return, including Washizu Elementary School. It appears that they were

conscious of not only representing Japan but also of Washizu Elementary School.
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